Te Papa challenged over arms dealers’ conference 


On Saturday 16 July ten peace 
activists from Peace Action Wel¬ 
lington (PAW) kicked off the 
campaign against the 2005 New 
Zealand Defence Industry Asso¬ 
ciation (NZDIA) conference to 
be held in October at Te Papa, 
Wellington. 

They set up a stall at the en¬ 
trance of Te Papa and over 300 
leaflets were handed out to a gen¬ 
erally receptive public. Te Papa 
management, however, weren’t 
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no arms race 
at our place! 


stall behind an imaginary dine 
of free speech’. People signed 
the Peace Action Wellington 
(PAW) petition, chalked the 
plaza and ate some of the free 
food on offer. 

PAW will be continuing to 
hold stalls at Te Papa on a 
regular basis as well as chal¬ 
lenging them on the dine of 
free speech’, eventually build¬ 
ing up to days of action around 


impressed 

and attempted to issue the activists with tres¬ 
pass notices, also bringing in the police at 
one point. The group eventually moved the 


the conference itself in October, unless it is 
transferred from the highly controversial 
‘Our Place’ venue. 

www.peacewellington.tk 


The middle class are just like just like pigs 


This year’s rich list is out and it is the biggest 
list ever, even though the entry level to be put 
on it is an income of $25 million a year. This 
is the high middle class - in classical terms 
part of the class below the aristos and above 
the proles. It’s great to hear that they are do¬ 
ing well out of the labour of the workers, or 
from speculation on money provided by the 
workers’ labour - or it would be if the “trick¬ 
le down” theory were more than a heap of 
crap. With 149,000 jobless and an estimated 
80,000 more wanting full-time work, with 
some unions trying to keep wage rates above 
price increases, and with one child in three in 
poverty, it seems we are being pissed on from 
a great height. That’s about all the “trickle 
down” the working class is going to get. 

Oh I forgot, Helen Clark is giving, over time, 
extra money to low income workers. Maybe 
that will keep them ahead of inflation. The 
remedy - Don Brash? Winston Peters? Jea¬ 
nette Fitzsimons? Helen Clark, for God’s 
sake? 


What about a serious try at a new system? 
Meantime sing the song from Jacques Brel 
is alive and well and living in Paris : 

“The middle class are just like pigs 
the richer they are the fatter they get 
the middle class are just like pigs 
the fatter they are the less they regret.” 

Jim Delahunty 


W((i))ndy prints your voice so speak up! Send 
articles, opinions, or questions to: 

wellington@indymedia.org 

To receive 12 issues of W((i))ndy send a sug¬ 
gested donation of $10 (or more... cheques 
can be made out to Windy): Windymedia, 
P.O. Box 6387, 

Wellington 

Windymedia meet the second Wednesday of 
each month,7-8.30pm, 128 Abel Smith St 
New volunteers are welcome!! 

W((i))ndy is printed on recycled paper 
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G8 - Protests in Scotland and Aotearoa 


On Friday 8 July over 50 people 
showed up for a protest against 
the G8, ‘free’ trade and climate 
change in Wellington. The pro¬ 
posed free trade agreement (FTA) 
with China was auctioned off on 
Lambton Quay. Bidders traded 
workers rights, Te Tiriti o Wait- 
angi, democracy, biodiversity and 
fun in return for the FTA. A teach- 
in, film night and community din¬ 
ner during the weekend of 8-10 
July were also well attended. 

Auckland saw up to 100 people 
gather in a ‘carnival against capi¬ 
talism’ which included chalking, 
Food Not Bombs and speakers. 
Leaflets were handed out and well 
received, and some ACT Party 
members turned up with ‘Enjoy 
Capitalism’ t-shirts, providing 
comic relief. 

In Christchurch people gathered 
in Bedford Row on Saturday to 
participate in ‘the dance of dis¬ 
sent’. They occupied a street, set 
up a tripod and played music while 
Food not Bombs served free food. 

In Scotland activists protested 
all week. On Saturday, the ‘Make 
Property History’ bloc of the 
225,000-strong ‘Make Poverty 
History’ march clashed with po¬ 



lice. The ‘Carnival for Full Enjoy¬ 
ment’ travelled around the streets of 
Edinburgh on Monday 4 July, involv¬ 
ing a cast of G8 Summit protesters, 
clowns, police and local people. On 
the same day Faslane, a nuclear sub¬ 
marine base, was blockaded by 2000 
activists. 

On the first day of the summit, 
protesters blocked all roads to 
Gleneagles. Ten thousand people 
demonstrated in Auchterader. The 
perimeter fence surrounding the Gle¬ 
neagles hotel was breached. 

Many arrests were made throughout 
the week. The legal support team es¬ 
timate that at least 700 people were 
arrested and 350 charged. Accord¬ 
ing to the BBC some New Zealanders 
were among the ones arrested. 

Aotearoa Indymedia 


Coming Activities: 


Wed. 3 August: ‘Food not Bombs' meeting at 128 Abel Smith st 

Sat. 6 August: PGA meeting pgawellington@gmail.com 

8-18 Aug. Computer Camp, Oblong Internet Cafe (Left Bank, off Cuba Mall) 

Fri. 26 August: Indymedia Film Evening - for details contact Film Archive 
















Tribunal on Iraq meets deafening silence 


Unless I missed it, I was both curious and 
disappointed at the failure of the press to 
cover in any detail the proceedings of the 
World Tribunal on Iraq held on 24-27 June 
2005 in Istanbul. This Tribunal on Iraq has 
had virtually no coverage, yet the evidence it 
has produced has been the most damning to 
date. 

A jury of conscience from ten different 
countries hearing the testimonies of 54 advo¬ 
cates declared the war one of the most unjust 
in history. Even so, there seems to have been 
almost total media silence covering Bush and 
Blair’s crimes in Iraq, together with their ac¬ 
knowledged support for relentless corporate 
exploitation world-wide. 

Of the 13 findings presented against the US 
and British governments, these five alone 
would surely warrant reporting: 

^Targeting the civilian population of Iraq 
and civilian infrastructure. 

^Planning, preparing, and waging the su¬ 
preme crime of a war of aggression in con¬ 
travention of the United Nations Charter and 
the Nuremberg Principles. 

* Using disproportionate force and indis¬ 


criminate weapon systems. 

* Failing to safeguard the lives of civilians 
during military activities and during the oc¬ 
cupation period thereafter. 

*Using deadly violence against peaceful pro¬ 
testors. 

It is also worth noting that the jury lev¬ 
elled charges against the security council of 
the United Nations for Tailing to stop war 
crimes amongst other crimes’. It charged 
‘private corporations for profiting from the 
war’ and accused the corporate media of‘dis¬ 
seminating deliberate falsehoods and failing 
to report atrocities’. Why are the press fail¬ 
ing to cover the many reports of alleged US 
war crimes in Fallujah? Is it not the duty of 
our media to report these? 

Yet the media silence is deafening. The level 
of professional media discipline required to 
fail to report such an important event as the 
World Tribunal on Iraq is truly remarkable. 
But then, it seems this is becoming standard 
practice when ‘our’ crimes are under scru¬ 
tiny, rather than the crimes of our official 
‘enemies’. 

Robert Anderson (abridged) 


Resist Destiny 


Around 80 people protested outside Dune¬ 
din College of Education before and during a 
Destiny NZ public meeting there on Wednes¬ 
day 20 July. Destiny NZ is the political party 
allied to the homophobic and extremist Des¬ 
tiny Church. Party Leader Richard Lewis and 
‘bishop’ Brian Tamaki were at the meeting. 
Protesters handed out flowers and threw 
showers of glitter. 

In Christchurch a protester was assaulted 
and thrown out of a similar meeting after dis¬ 
playing a protest placard. The placard read: 

‘Men never do evil so completely and cheer¬ 


fully as when they do it from religious con¬ 
viction.’ Blaise Pascal (1623-62) 

‘The Christian religion has been and still is 
the principal enemy of moral progress in the 
world.’ Bertrand Russell (1872-1970) 

Destiny Church is a fundamentalist Chris¬ 
tian group/cult who spend their time tell¬ 
ing others how to live their lives. Among 
other things, Destiny Church opposes civil 
unions, reproductive choice and pre-marital 
sex. Destiny Church is greeted by protesters 
wherever it goes. 

Aotearoa Indymedia 


EZLN announces new strategy 


From 29 June, the Zapatista National Lib¬ 
eration Army (EZLN) started to publish 
the results of its internal consultations, as 
a series of texts that form the Sixth Dec¬ 
laration from the Lacandon Jungle. They 
made it clear that the red alert declared on 
19 June was a preventive measure so they 
could consult their support bases in secu¬ 
rity. The new political initiative is based 
on an approach to social movements, from 
Mexico and elsewhere, that share the same 
aims as the indigenous Zapatistas and are 
fighting the effects of neoliberal globalisa¬ 
tion. ‘Perhaps united with other social sectors 
who suffer from the same wants as we do, it 
will be possible to achieve what we need and 
what we deserve,’ says the declaration. 

The EZLN made a commitment to send ma¬ 
terial support, according to their capabilities, 
to the peoples and organisations in Mexico 
and abroad that struggle against neoliberal 
globalisation. The support consists of cof¬ 
fee and crafts, so that fighters all around the 
world have a way to finance their struggles. 
Inside Mexico, the General Command of the 
EZLN will start a peregrination for an indefi¬ 
nite period of time to search for allies in the 
struggle of resistance to neoliberalism and 
for a new constitution that guarantees: home, 
land, work, food, health, education, informa¬ 
tion, culture, independence, democracy, jus¬ 
tice, freedom and peace. They also declared 



the intention of holding a new Interconti¬ 
nental meeting by the end of the year. 

Before the red alert, the other indigenous 
communities of Mexico that were assembled 
at the National Indigenous Congress (CNI) 
in Yucatan released the Declaration of Zira- 
huen, which promotes more coordination of 
the indigenous struggle though the adher¬ 
ence of all ethnic groups that are part of the 
CNI to the La Realidad-Tijuana Plan, created 
by the EZLN in 2003. This plan has as one 
of its agreements the promotion of self-gov¬ 
ernment and self- management forms in all 
of the Mexican territory, according to each 
group’s ways of working. 

Global Indymedia: 
www.indymedia.org 
See also: www.ezln.org 


Computer Camp at Oblong 


Computer Camp is a series of workshops (8 to design, and open-source software. Most run 
18 August) for people who would like to find for 2 hours (7~9pm) and cost an affordable 
out more about computers and the internet $10 (waged) or $6 (unwaged). The Indyme- 
but don’t know where to start. dia workshop will take place on Thursday 18 

Topics covered: internet and email, the art August at 7 pm. 
of stencilling, digital photography, indyme- The workshops will be held at Oblong Inter- 
dia (www.indymedia.org), poster and leaflet net Cafe in Left Bank off Cuba Mall. 








